AMENDMENT A 

Attorney Docket No: LP-02-020 

I. REMARKS 
A, Introduction 

Applicants submit this Response in a bona fide attempt to (i) advance the prosecution of 
this case, (ii) answer each and every ground of objection and rejection as set forth by the 
Examiner, (iii) place the claims in a condition for allowance, and (iv) place the case in better 
condition for consideration on appeal. Applicants respectfully request reexamination and 
reconsideration of the above referenced patent application in view of this Response. 

B. Response to Rejections 

The Examiner has objected to Claims 8 and 9 "as being dependent upon a rejected base 

claim". The Examiner has, however, indicated that Claims 8 and 9 would "be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims". 

As indicated above, Applicants have accordingly amended Claims 8 and 9 to include all 
of the limitations of the base claim. 
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II. CONCLUSION 

Applicants now respectfully submit that pending Claims 8 and 9 in the above-referenced 
patent application are in condition for allowance and the same is respectfully solicited. 

If the Examiner has any further questions or comments, Applicants invite the Examiner to 
contact their Attorneys of record at the telephone number below to expedite prosecution of the 
application. 



Respectfully submitted, 
FRANCIS LAW GROUP 




Ralph C. Francis 
Reg. No. 38,884 



Dated: December 1, 2005 
1942 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
(510) 533-1100 



I hereby certify that this document is being deposited with the United States Postal Service on this date 

in acLenvelope as "First Class Mailing" addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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